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... THE BOSS MUST / 
MEAN BUSINESS! | 
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WITH THIS.. 
“REALITY TV" 
NONSENSE?! 


THESE SHOWS 
WHERE THEY 
COMPETE OVER 
SUCH USELESS 
THINGS?! 


HE'S BEEN 
OBSESSED 
WITH IT, ANDO 
IT’S MAKING 
OUR WORK 


WELL, HE SAYS 
Sy (T'S "RESEARCH... 
fy) FOR NEW WAYS TO 
BREAK SONIC AND 
ALL THEM. 


WHATEVER IT IS, 

HE WON'T LEAVE f 
THAT CHAIR UNTIL | 
HE'S SATISFIED! 


WE HAVE TODO ) 
SOMETHING! 


THINK. 
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IT'S 
TAKING US 


YIKES. 
IDEAS, 


SOMEWHERE, 
BUT WHERE? 


OF COURSE 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THIS HAPPENS ON 

MY DAY OFF... 


ANY 
TAILS? 


FROGGY? 
WHERE ARE 
you... 


TV-ANNOUNCER- 


VOICE-CHIP- 
ACTIVATED. 


ir fe ALL 
GHT, 
cHEese! BE 


z 
DIDN'T SAY 
ANYTHING. 


WELCOME, ONE Ff 


HOT EVENT OF THE -— 
WINTRY SEASO/T-- 


ORBOT & CUBOT'S 
WWITITER JAM! 
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I MEAN, 
THE EMERALD 
IS LITERALLY 

RIGHT 


K 
BS 
bY THIS IS, 


aetna I'M Sure IT 


THAT'S CORRECT! 
HOWEVER! WE'LL 
ONLY PART WITH THE 
PRIZE IF YOU GIVE A 
THRILLING ENOUGH 
PERFORMANCE FOR 
uS, SO YOU'D BETTER 
GIVE I(T YOUR ALL! 


nO EXITS DETECTED. 
PREPARING TO 
BLAST SEVERAL 
NEW OPTIONS. 


AND THE 
ROBOTS DO SEEM 
MORE FIRED UP 
THAN USUAL...WHAT 
IF THEY ARE REALLY 
UP TO SOMETHING J 
THIS TIME? 


WOULDN'T BE 
HARD To FIND A 
WAY OUT OF 
HERE... 
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AS A BONUS, 
WE'LL REVERL A 
BRAND-NEW, BIG, 

BAD BADNIK, READY 
TO BE DESTROYED 
BY ANY NEARBY 
VENGEFUL ROBOTS! 


THIS IS A 


PROBLEM... 


EXIT PROTOCOL 
OVERRIDDEN. 


SURELY 
You DON'T 
MERM- 


DON'T WORRY! 

WE'LL TERSE A 

REVEAL, ANDO < 
THEN HYPE IT UP! t 


now, BREAK 
into TEAMS 
OF THREE! 


HOLD ON! WE 
COULDN'T GET 
SHADOW OR 
KNUCKLES... 
REMEMBER? 


JUST BREAK 
into TEAMS 
OF TWO...ISH. 


TEAM SONIC-- 

AN UNBREAKABLE BOND 
OF FAST-RUNNING 
GOLD-HEARTED 'HOG AND 
TWO-TAILED TECH TALENT! 


TEAM DARK-- 
WITH A GORGEOUS 
GEM-HUNTER AND A 

BRUTAL 'BOT, THIS DUO 
BROUGHT TOGETHER 
BY A SHADOW IS NOW 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT! 


TEAM... BIG--BIG GUY, 
LITTLE GUY, AND SOME 
INSCRUTABLE VIBES 
MAKE FOR THE 
FRIENDSHIP OF ALL TIME! 


TEAM ROSE--THIS 
TRIO OF PASTEL PALS 
IS6 SURE TO WARM 
YOUR HEART WITH 
THEIR SWEET STYLE 
AND GRACE! 


DISCLAIMER: ALL OF THE CAST MEMBERS HAVE 
CONSENTED TO FILMING--THE WINTER JAM CREW 


FOR PERFECT 
SYMMETRY, WE'LL 
NEED TO SECURE 
THE LIGHT BULBS 

EXACTLY FOUR 
UNITS FROM EACH 

OTHER, AND-- 


. SCENE JAM! 
§ CREATE A CHILL HOLIDAY 
PARTY VIBE TOGETHER 
WITH FELLOW CAST 
MEMBERS! WHOEVER 
MAKES THE BEST 
CONTRIBUTION WINS! 


JUST LEAVE IT To ME! 
I'LL MAKE SOMETHING 
COOL--AND I'M FASTER 
THAN THE SPEED 
OF MATH! 


“AND THROUGH 
NO FAULT OF THEIR 
Own, TEAM BIG'S 


ATTEMPT (5 RUINED | J 


AS WELL! WHAT A 
CRUEL FATE!” 


ALL RIGHT, LET'S © I'LL MAKE A BREAK FOR THAT & 
JUST SKIP ALL EMERALD, WE'LL MUSCLE THE 
THIS DRAMA. BADNIK TECH OUT OF THEM, 
“ AND THEN WE'RE OUT 


HERE'S A SURREAL EVENT FOR THE REALITY ff TARGET LOCKED. 
GENRE--E-i24 OMEGA HAS CRAFTED SOME 
KIND OF ART PIECE FOR HYPOTHETICAL , 
PARTYGOERS’ AMUSEMENT: 3 


(exe 


L-L-LETS 
MOVE on 
TO TERM 
ROSE... 


“WHAT AN INCREDIBLE 
SNACK SPREAD WE 
HAVE HERE! 


THERE'S ONE 

THING HERE 

THAT'S NOT 
LIKE THE 
OTHERS... 


MY MOTHER 
TOLD ME IT’S 
IMPORTANT TO USE 
INGREDIENTS AND 
NOT TO WASTE! SO I 
USED FRUIT PEELS, 
VEGGIE STALKS, 
AND EVERYTHING 
IN-BETWEEN... 


ITSA 
FULL-COURSE 
JELLY CAKE! 


“I FEEL LIKE A BETTER 

PERSON--OR, RATHER, 

A BETTER 'BOT--JUST 
BY LOOSING AT IT!" 


IT TASTES 
GREAT, 
CREAM! 


THAT'S, 
UHH... CREAM'S 
SPECIALTY... 


WELL... TERM rc 
ROSE WINS je 
THE JAM! 


EVEN IF BY 
DEFAULT, 
THEY'RE 

PLAYING JUST 
GREAT, REALLY 
GREAT! 


INTERVIEW TIME! 


OKAY, SO 
MAAAYY YBE 
THAT WAS MY 
BAD, BUT... 


SONIC JUST 
UHH, HAS HIS 
OWN STYLE/ WE'LL 
GET 'EM IN THE 
NEXT ROUND/ 
RIGHT? 


AFFIRMATIVE. Su 
I SHOULD OPTIMAL JUDGME 
HAVE KNOWN EXECUTED. 
BETTER THAN TO 
TRUST OMEGA 
WITH A CRAFTING 
CHALLENGE. 


AFFIRMATIVE. 
SUB-OPTIMAL 
JUDGMENT 
EXECUTED. 


I'M SO HAPPY 
THAT I GOT To 
MAKE SOMETHING 
YUMMY AND 
SUSTAINABLE! 


NEXT TIME, 
I'LL MAKE A 
WHOLE FEAST 
JUST LIKE IT F 
AND FOR 
EVERYBODY! 


THE 
IMPORTANT 
PART IS THAT 
WE HAD FUN...T = 
THINK... RIGHT, “LEAVING OFF 
FROGGY? WITH THAT 
ASTONISHING 
AODITION, LET'S 


SAFELY, WHILE 
ENDURING A BARRAGE | 
OF SNOWBALLS FROM |" 

THE OTHER TEAMS. 


J a 
Z THESE ARE 
/ *, 50 CREEPY. 


OKAY, CREAM! YOU AND 
CHEESE TAKE THE DOLL, 
AND I'LL PROTECT You 
WITH MY HAMMER! WE 


“OH, NO! TEAM 
ROSE DOESN'T |) = 
STAND A CHANCE | _ 
AGAINST OMEGA'S 
RAPIO-SNOW- 
BALL-FIRE! 


“ARASO THEIR 
EGGMAN DOLL IS 
DECIMATED! WHAT 
AN UNFORTUNATE 

TURN OF EVENTS!” 


TER VIEW TIME! 


HEY, DO You 
THINK WE COULD 
CUT Te, } PART y_ 
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| You Kay 
ees THERE, PAL? 


THE CONTESTANTS 
ARE TRULY GIVING 
(T THEIR ALL! 


AS THEY SHOULD, 
IF THEY WANT 
THAT EMERALD 
AND THAT NEW 
BRDNI4 TECH. 
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BM HE'S SEQUENCE- 
BREAKING! WHAT 
SHOULD WE DOF 


YOu DI0F 
BUT You 


DON'T THINK. 


EVER. 


I HAD NO 
IDEA FROGGY 
WAS SO... 
TALENTED... 


NEVER FEAR! I'VE 
THOUGHT UP THE 
PERFECT SOLUTION 
TO THIS PRICKLY 
SITUATION! 


ATTEMPTED 


‘WE iP 
TO CAPTURE ALL 
OF YOU AT THE 
SAME TIME, BUT 
THE ONE CALLED 
‘FROGGY’ 
ESCAPED!" 


|S THIS 
THE "BIG, BAD 
BADNIK" THAT 
YOU SAID YOU'D 
REVEAL AT THE 
END OF THE 
SH 


REVEAL! 
FROGGY IS A 
PRODUCTION 

PLAIT! 


WELL, TECHMICALLY 
IT'S A REVEAL, EVEN 
IF DEVASTATINGLY 
DISAPPOINTING! 
THEM'S THE BREAKS 
IN SHOWBIZ, FOLKS! 


ANIMHILATE-CHARGE 
AIMHILATE-CHARGE 
ANTMHILATE-CHARGE-- 


THEM'S THE 
BREAKS IN 
SHOWBIZ! 


ALL RIGHT, 
TIME FORA 
TAKE-TWO ON 
MY PLAN--DON'T 


WASN'T 
PART OF THE 
OUTLINE, 
EITHER! 


w 
ox 
ees 
233 
TOY 
el 

x 
Or 
Oz | 


I THINK. / \ 


ae 


v 
I GUESS ALL'S THAT WAS ONE 


WELL THAT ENDS OF THE MOST 
WELL, RIGHT? ANNOYING WAYS 
TO GET AN 
EMERALD, 
EVER. 


HMMM, 
I'D SAY IT 
WAS WORTH IT, 
IN A WAY... 


THIS SNOWFALL 
(S NOT MADE OF 


WoW, IT'S 


PC es ORGANIC MATTER. 


SNOWING! 


WORKS FOR 
ME! LET'S JUST 
ENJOY THE 
MOMENT WHILE 
IT LASTS! 
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GARBAGE... 
ABSOLUTE 
TRASH TV 


THIS...15 THE 


CULMINATION OF AL 
MY RESEARCH? 


NEXT MONTH 
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BACK 


It’s been a minute. 


Hey, there! 


Used to be that most comic book companies ran regular editorials in the 
back of their comics. When | first started reading comics, for instance, 
you could expect some new musings from Stan “The Man” Lee every 
month. Those and letters columns, in the days before the internet, were 
the only real ways you could take a peek behind the curtain and get any 
inkling that there were people making all the four-color adventures 
populating corner-store spinner racks. Tales from the bullpen or mentions 
of offices on Broadway in New York City were my first indication that 
there were jobs to be had putting funny books together. 


It wasn’t that long ago that you'd find these sorts of things in IDW comics 
as well. | can’t tell you exactly why those went away-it was before my 
time—but | can do something about bringing them back. It’s a perk of 
having a fancy title like Editor-in-chief. 


So, consider this the first editorial of many—our return to communicating 
directly with you, our reader. This inaugural column is IDW’s way of 
saying, “Hello again”; next month, you'll start getting something more. 


Expect us to do some hyping, but also to peel back the curtain with some 
musings from behind the scenes. Ever wonder how we come up with a 
big story like last summer’s Star Trek: Day of Blood? Or where we find 
all those cool artists to draw Sonic the Hedgehog? What are our editors’ 
favorite My Little Ponies and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles? Or how do 
the folks behind Beneath the Trees Where Nobody Sees block that day’s 
work from their minds so they can fall asleep at night? 


These are the kinds of things you might find out here. 


In addition, we are putting other fun things back into our comics, like 
places to print fan letters and art. Whether you read Godzilla or 
Earthdivers, Dungeons & Dragons or The Hunger and the Dusk, keep 
your eyes peeled for more info on how you can take part! 


Because we aren't ashamed to admit that we missed hanging out with 
you all. It’s been too long! 


Jamie S. Rich 
Editor-in-chief, IDW 
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